
Welcome to Little Wandle!



How many times have you 

already read today?



Phonics is:

making connections between the 

sounds of our spoken words and the 

letters that are used to write them 

down.



Terminology 

Phoneme

Grapheme

Blend 

Digraph

Segment

Trigraph



Terminology 

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound that can be identified 

in words. We sometimes simply call this a ‘sound’

Grapheme-  A letter or group of letters used to represent a 

particular phoneme 

Digraph – Two letters to make one sound

Trigraph – three letters to make one sound.

Blend-  To combine individual phonemes into a whole word, 

working all the way through from left to right.

Segment - To identify each of the individual phonemes in a 

word. C – a -  t. 



Little Wandle 
How does it work?

• We usually teach four new sounds a 

week and have a review lesson on a 

Friday. 

• You will get a list of the sounds that we 

are learning to have at home. This will 

help you with letter formation 

(handwriting) and pronunciation.  



 Teacher-led blending is taught throughout 

Phase 2.

 Our aim to is to teach every child to blend by 

Christmas.

 We will inform you if your child needs 

additional practice.

We teach blending so your child learns to 

read



Little Wandle 
Pronunciation and blending

s      a       t

sat



Little Wandle 
Segmenting for writing

pan

p   a    n

pan



Little Wandle 
How does it work?

Tricky words

we

is

the 
Phonics it the primary reading strategy so we focus on what they CAN read first and 

explain why the word is tricky. 

We – in most words e makes the e sound but it is tricky in we as it makes the ee 

sound.

Is – s makes the z sounds

The e makes the u sound. 



Little Wandle 
How does it work?

Phonics it the primary reading strategy so we focus on 

what they CAN read first and explain why the word is 

tricky. 



Little Wandle 
How does it work?



Little Wandle 
How does it work?

Grow the code 



Little Wandle 
How does it work?

Every day there will be a whole class phonics session. New 
sounds are generally taught Monday-Thursday with a review 
lesson on Friday. 

Additional small group keep up sessions may take place, if 
needed. These ensure that all children feel secure and 
confident with their sounds as we move through the scheme.

Tricky words will come home. Use them to play games and 
keep them up in the house for your child to see. 



Reading practise 

 3 sessions with the same book!

 Day 1 – Decoding

 All read the same time

 Repeated readings and teacher moves round

 Day 2 – Prosody

 Reading with meaning, stress and intonation

 Choose page to focus on. Repeat after me. Why do we stress certain 
words? ‘It was a BIG mess’

 Day 3 – Comprehension

 ‘I know the answer because …’

 Prove it. Explain it.

This book then goes home for you to celebrate their success! 



Wordless books are invaluable as they 

teach reading behaviours and early reading 

skills to children who are not blending – 
yet!

 Talk about the pictures.

 Point to the images in the circles and find 
them on the page.

 Encourage your child to make links from the 
book to their experiences.

Reading a wordless books



 Your child should be able to read their book 

without your help.

 They might sound out words and blend them before 

they read them fluently.

 If they can’t read a word, read it to them.

 Talk about the book and celebrate their success.

Listening to your child read their 

phonics book



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

 understand words and sentences

 use a wide range of vocabulary

 develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

• Celebrate your child’s success at school.

• Make time for reading at home!

The most important thing you can do is read 

with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills:  A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Little Wandle 
Recap 

 Regular keep up to support children that found a lesson tricky – look out 
for stickers on their arm! Ask them what it is and practise that at home.

 Additional support will be given to children that are slightly further 
behind. This will either be in a small group or 1:1, when needed.

 Group reading sessions 3 times a week when ready.

 When books come home they have been well practised and you can 
celebrate their success! Practise leads to fluency!

 Please have books in school daily as groups will change books on different 
days.

 Website www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk – for parents

http://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/
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